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LAUNCH OF REQUEST-FOR-INTEREST (RFI) AND TENDER EXERCISE FOR

FOREIGN SYSTEM SCHOOLS IN SINGAPORE

Anchoring schools to meet education needs of international families and enhance Singapore’s
competitiveness as a global business hub

1. The Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB) will be launching a Request-For-Interest (RFI)
exercise for Foreign System Schools (FSS) on 31 January 2024. Separately, EDB and the Singapore
Land Authority (SLA) will also be launching a tender to repurpose a brownfield site for FSS use.
More details of this tender will be shared at a later date.

2. The RFI exercise will ensure that Singapore continues to have a range of schools and curricula
available to meet the diverse education needs of expatriate children in Singapore. The last RFI for
FSS was conducted eight years ago in 2015, while the last tender for FSS was called six years ago
in 2017.

3. “Foreign System Schools are an important part of the infrastructure necessary for Singapore to
remain an attractive operating base and investment destination for international companies as
well as talent. The RFI and tender exercise will allow interested operators to submit proposals
that will best cater to the education needs of expatriate families in Singapore.” said Mr Damian
Chan, EDB’s Executive Vice President and Chair of the inter-agency RFl committee.

Request-For-Interest (RFI) Exercise

4. The RFl exercise provides a competitive process for FSS to obtain sites on long term leases. These
are greenfield sites on 30-year leases that are zoned for educational use. In addition to new FSS
entrants, the RFI exercise also provides an opportunity for existing FSS which are occupying
premises on short term leases to invest for the long term and provide certainty of their presence.

5. The RFI will be evaluated by an inter-agency committee, chaired by the EDB, and comprising
representatives from SLA, the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS), Ministry of Education
(MOE), Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI), Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY),
SkillsFuture Singapore (SSG) and Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA).

6. Applications will be evaluated based on the quality of the proposal, the track record of the FSS,
and its ability to meet market demand, as well as the financial ability of the FSS operator.



Closed-door Briefing for the RFI Exercise

7. More details on the evaluation criteria and site specifications for the RFI will be provided at a
closed-door briefing on 31 January 2024. Interested parties are invited to register for the briefing
by emailing RFI_2024@edb.gov.sg no later than 12pm on 24 January 2024.

Tender for Brownfield Site

8. SLA and EDB will also conduct a tender to repurpose a brownfield site for FSS use. The tender aims
to invite proposals from operators interested in providing more affordable foreign system
education at suitable premises.

9. The maximum allowable tenure for the brownfield site is 9 years, and a Price and Quality Tender
evaluation format will be adopted for this tender. As part of this evaluation format, bids for the
site will be assessed holistically, and the quality of the proposed concept will be taken into
consideration in assessing the bids. The tender proposals will be evaluated jointly by SLA and EDB.
More details will be released on SLA’s one-stop property portal, State Property Online Information
(SP10), at https://app.sla.gov.sg/spio when the FSS tender is launched.

Site Visits

10. Agencies will make arrangements for site visits in the days following the briefing (1-2 February
2024). More details on the site visits will be shared during the in-person briefing, and interested
operators are encouraged to plan travel dates accordingly.

END

About the Singapore Economic Development Board

The Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB), a government agency under the Ministry of Trade
and Industry, is responsible for strategies that enhance Singapore’s position as a global centre for
business, innovation, and talent. We undertake investment promotion and industry development, and
work with international businesses, both foreign and local, by providing information, connection to
partners and access to government incentives for their investments. Our mission is to create sustainable
economic growth, with vibrant business and good job opportunities for Singapore and Singaporeans. For
more information on EDB, please visit www.edb.gov.sg

About the Singapore Land Authority

SLA is a statutory board with the Ministry of Law. Its mission is to optimise land resources for the social
and economic development of Singapore. SLA manages some 11,000 hectares of State land and about
2,600 State properties, which have largely been tenanted out for a variety of uses. It also manages land
sales, leases, acquisitions and allocation, developing and marketing land-related information, and

2


mailto:RFI_2024@edb.gov.sg
https://app.sla.gov.sg/spio
http://www.edb.gov.sg/

maintaining the national land information database through digitised land information services. Being the
national land registration authority for property transactions, SLA issues and guarantees land titles in
Singapore. It also manages and maintains the national land survey system, where boundaries or legal
limits of properties are defined, based on a coordinated cadastre survey system. The use of geospatial
information is also spearheaded by SLA through a national collaborative environment where geospatial
data, policies and technologies are established and defined, thereby fostering innovation, knowledge and
value creation for the Government, enterprises and community. For more details, visit www.sla.gov.sg or
find us on Facebook and Instagram @SingaporeLandAuthority.
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